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What does the word “Reconstruction” mean?

If the period after the civil war is called “Reconstruction”, what
does it imply needs to be reconstructed? Why do you say that?

The 10 year period after the Civil War is known as RECONSTRUCTION.



We’re going to be doing some work in triads today.
After we’ve numbered off, quickly form groups based 
on your number.



On the handout “Healing and Justice,” quietly read 
the statements in the left column.  Decide if you 

strongly agree (SA), agree (A), disagree (D), or 
strongly disagree (SD) with each statement.  Circle 
your responses and provide a one-to-two-sentence 

explanation for each opinion.

Now, spend a few minutes sharing and discussing 
your positions with the members of your group



The statements on the anticipation guide 
relate to two important concepts:

As a class, let’s come up with working 
definitions for these two words.

healing and justice



Keeping the anticipation guide in mind, what 
could Americans do to help bring about 
healing and justice after the Civil War?

•Record as many specific ideas as you can agree 
on for each concept and post the sticky notes 
under the class definitions.



Now, I’m going to give each group a piece of butcher paper with 
instructions for writing your own plan for Reconstruction.

• Your task is to create a specific plan for Reconstruction that balances 
HEALING and JUSTICE.

• Your plan will have to address many of the dilemmas from the 
anticipation guide that you discussed earlier

• You will have 20 minutes to discuss the dilemmas presented and 
decide on a specific proposal that addresses each one.

• Record your proposals on your poster paper.



Now, briefly evaluate your plan by discussing 
the following questions:

•Who benefits from your plan and who is harmed?

•How will your plan help to reunite and heal the 
country?

•How will your plan bring about justice after the war?  
Does it deny justice to any group of Americans?



Now you are going to look at the actual plan 
implemented by President Andrew Johnson in 1865

• This activity will be completed in SILENCE.  
• You will have time to speak in your triad and as a class later.
• Each of you will need to have a different color marker.



--First, you will read the text of Johnson’s plan silently.

--After reading, comment on the text and ask questions of each other 
in writing on your Big Paper.

--Your written conversations should start by focusing on the same 
questions used to evaluate your own plans:

• Who benefits from the plan and who is harmed?

• How will the plan help to reunite and heal the country?

• How will the plan bring about justice after the war?  
Does it deny justice to any group of Americans?

Start with the above questions, but feel free to branch off from them 
if you have other thoughts/comments that come up.



--Now, while remaining SILENT, each group should rotate 
to one other group’s poster so that everyone is looking at 
another group’s plan.

When Mr. D says, return to your original spot 
where your group’s plan is.

--Bring your marker with you.

--Silently read and comment in writing on the plan.



Now, have a discussion about Andrew Johnson’s 
plan, your comments, the comments of others.

You can also discuss how your group’s plan is 
similar to and different from President 
Johnson’s plan 



Class Discussion

•What did you learn from doing this activity?

•What conclusions can you draw about the possibilities 
of bringing about healing and justice in the United 
States after the Civil War?

•What new questions do you have?


